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THE AGREEMENT WITHSPAIN.

THE RELEASE OF THE PRISONERS,
MIEIR FUFFERINGS AND DBESTITUTION— INREUL RITY
OF THE LIVEE AND FROVEETY OF AMERICANS AT
RANTIAGO DVE CL'HA,

Particulars are given Lelow of the sarrender of
he prisoners at Santiago de Coba, From thie ac-
wunt it appeare that the Spanish authorities, o
torment the captives upto the last moment, indueed
them to  helicve that they on  their
way 1o the slaoghter pen when they were about
They were tonnd to be in a con-

were

o be surrendered
fition of great destitntion, and blankets and pea-
aokets had to be furnished them by onr naval au-
thorities. The lives and property of Americans at
Sanfingo are 1 o very precarions state.  The brntal
y-five residents of that place mlds

murder of tw
o the general spprebension,
e
THE PRISONERS,
OETAILS OF THELR RELEASE—THE PRISONEHS LED
TO BELIEVE THAT THEY WEHRE ON THEIR WAY
TO EXECUTION—THEIR JOY ON BOARIING TUE
JUNIATA—STATE OF INSECORITY,
[NY TELRGHAFE TO THE TRINUNE.]

Wasmxaton, Dee, 22.—The following has been
meoived from s special correspondent :

Kry WesT, Fla, Dee. 2.—The United States ship
finta, Commander Sarringe, arrived te-night from
Eantiago de Cuba with official reports for Admiral
acott in regard to the surrender of the Virginius
prisoners, which took place in the harbor of Sautiago
on the 18tk of this month, A special correapondent
of Toe Trinrse accompanied the Pinta, and brings
the following sceonnt of the trip and incidents of

the surrendder.
ago with Lient. Anlick Palmer, a spocial mes-
senger of the Navy Departinent, who carvied instrue-
thons in regurd to the surrender to Licnt.-Commander
Bratne of the Juniata, The Pinta arrived at Havana
on the following morning and landed Licut. Palmer,
who went thenee overland by ruil to Batabavo, and
thence by steamer to Santingo de Cuba, while the
Finta went to some place with duplicates of his dis-
patehes, The Pinta arrived on the morning of
Tharsdsy, the of Lieut, Palmer, bug
found that the prisoners, 155 in no r, bl been
sarrendered o fow honrs bhefore

It appears that the Spanish authorities to the Inst
moment kept the poar wretelies in ignorance of their
prospective release, amd with base inhomanity led
them to supse that they were to he executed.
Friests were with them taking their confessions and
dyvivg declarations, and imploring them to look to
God for pardon, They were taken ont of prison
3 ddespair, but, on their way to the slinghter-
supposed,  their  eves fell upon
flving the flag of the United

When they realired the teath o seone oe-
which eggars deseription.  The enthusiasm
They were speedily transferred to

18th, ahead

peni, as they
the  Juaniata
Siaten
eurmsd
kaew no b minds,
tho deck of the Janiata, and gave vent to the mosi
extravagint bot tonching demonstrations of joy,
embiracing cach other, some erying, =ome Kissing,
sl ot liers andibly offering thanks to the Almighty
{or their detiversnee from the horrors of their dun-
poom and the prospect of an ignominions death.

On the night  before  the surrender the offi-
eors amd erew of  the Jomata were  stationed
at quarters, ber guns being turned on the city, The

Epanish volupteers having been excitesd to un open
siot by the rathor (hal the surrender was (o tuke
pluoe, o burge nnmber of volunteers went i s body
1 the Governa’s palace and begead pennission 1o
8 ternpt the eapture of the Juninta, saying that
they could do it with knives alone. The Governm
v foeed to grant permission.  Onr officers heliove
2t e anplication was made in earnest, and not
€ w regeret that it was not favorahly entertained, as
the Juninta alone, not tospeak of the Kansas anil
|
s =ailants,

O the srvival of the Pinta at Santiago, onleax
pme to the ship from Commander Braine for the
povinaster to issue all the blankets and pea-juckets
i liis depart aent to the prisoners, who were hardly
B o b seen io their rags. This was speedily done ;
Yoot as there was still great destitution, orders came
for every man on board to give their own blankots
v d wenring appare!l in the good cause, promise

boing  made  that all wondd Fuas re-
piaced on  the arrival of the ship at Key
West,  The offierrs and men cheerfully complied

w i this order, only preferring that it shouid be
besnedl as w request, in which ease they wonld have
oloyed with just’ as much alserity. Every  heart
was touched by the pitlable condition of  the
prisoners.  The poor fellows report that they were
barharously treated ; but when the Pinta left they
bhud wiven few details bevond what have already
Tound way into Tre Temmese, They say that when
the officers from the Tornado boarded the Virginins
srve of them, in haaling down the flag of theel nited
Riates, tore it into ribbons, and trampled on i, as-
perting withan oath, * This is what T have wanted,”

The sitnation in Santiago de Cuba is reported still
very serions. A lurge majority of the population is
o sympathy with the Cuban canse, hut the Velan-
teors control evervthing with a high hand, It is
pelieved that the survender wonld noi have been
made at last but for the firm stand taken by Com-
mander Braine sud the prevailing impression that he
wonld preceed to extreme 'measnres i thers was auy
withne or postponement. Only a week ago 2 eiti-
wos of Santiago were arrested, and after @ mock
irial had been sone thrangh with, without any evi-
Bece being adduced against them, they wore told
W 2o home.,  On the way they were ernelly waylaid
and killed, only ooe escuping: be was  riddled
with bullets and dangerovsly wounded.  Amertcans
are continually o fear Tor their lives, and bitterly
ronplain that nothiog has been done 1o redress their
wrongs, 1t iz not safe for an American officer to go
mhiore alone at Santiago. Al along the river line
Bpaniards are orecting new hatteries,

The Pinta) left on Friday evening aboat son-
wt, arriving here to-might about 8 o'clock, mak-
mi a remarkably swilt pussage.  The surrender took
Mace at Morro Custle, six mes helow Suntiago. A
receipl was given for the prisoners. It was reported
hl!huu'aam that when it was found that the Vir-
piniux hud been towed out of the harbor of Havana,
 darge number of nuval ofticers of high grade sen-
lered their resiguations to the Home Government
by Lelegraph,

e ——

THE STATUS OF THE VIRGINIUS,
WIEWE AT WARHINGTON OX THF ATTORNEY-UENFIAL'S
OFINION,
IRT TRLRGRAFH 1O YHE VIR R,

Wamitiarox, Dee, 22.—The decision of the Al
Biney-General that the Virginios was g l.-g.._ny
w as an American vessel has dised moch
Hiscussion to-day amoug the lawsers sud others ax
bo her legnl statns, and that of her pussengers wnd
rrew. The Attorney-General bolds that the fuct now
adiritted that the Virginios nover was logally pog.
wtered does not affect ler right 1o be protected from
molestation on the bigh seus, ibut there wiv nol »
few an well read in the Low as he s who ditter with
bim, They say that nothing can be plumer than the
proposition that a fraudalent register gives 1o those
who obtain it, or their vessel o rights that she did
not before possess, 11 i like o Drandulent natoralizu-
tion paper which does not confer citizenship upon
the person who bolds it.  Had the United States
eaptured this vessel, these gentlemen say, and
proved what i now admitted, she would have been
Surfeited 1o the United States under the 2ith section
of Wi net of 1962, which is as follows :

“ U wpy peruticale of TORINITY OF recyrd bkl be frowiu.

The Pints 1efi Key Weat eight days |

wonld Juve been more than @ match for the

|
abundantly
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tently or kpewing!y used for any ship or vessel not then
aetually entithd to the bencit thereof, ascording to the
troe intent of this aet, suech ship or vessel shall be for-
feitod to the Unitod States, with bey tackle, apparel, and
furniture.”

The Suprome TCourt bas decided that the pro-
vigions of this section apply as well to vessels which
have not been registered as to those to «which regis-
ters have been  previously granted. The Virginioe
was not captured by the United States but by Spain.
She was owned by Spanish, or Cuban, eitizens, and
Lad on board Bpain's own citizens, bent on an er-
rand of hostility against their own Government. 1f
the frandulent character of her registry deprives the
Virginius of the vight to be protected by the United
States flag after that feandulent registry has been
proved, the question arises, bas not Spain o right to
capture her own eitizons on the hich seas in a vessel
of their own, bound on an errand of hostility against
the Government to which they ows allegiance,
And supposing that the United States was right in
its diplomacy while the Virginins was prima facie
an American ship, does uot the decision of the At-
torney-General make it ont duty to place  her just
where ghe would now be had she been capiured
under a Coban flag 1

‘T'hesa are the questions asked by these who have
from the first contended that the State Department
had taken ground which was untenable. On the
other hand it is contended that, in obtaining a
frandulent registry, the Virginins violated a United
States law and is amenable to the United States ©
that we eannot allow Spain fo be the judee whether
a register carried by o ship is fraudulest or not, but
that she must vespect it whereverffound.  All speak
of our diplomaey in this case as stronger than in any
ease Lefore managed by this Administration, and for
it necord praiss o the President and Scoretary Fish,
TEXT OF ATTORMEV-GENERAL WILLIAMS'S OFINION—

CUBANSE PALT OWNYRS OF THE VESSE] SPAIN
NOT JESTIFIED IN THE SEIZURFE,
[OEMERAL PitESS DIRPATIVL]

WoasnixaTox, Dee, 22 —The following is the opin-

o of Attorney-General Williams in the Virgining

Case
DEPARTMEST OF JUSTICE, }
WasHiscron, b, O, Dee. 15, 16876 )

iTaviiTos Pisn, Seevelary of State

spiz: 1 have the honor to ackuowledge the receipt of
your letter of the 11th inst, nbmitiing to mo a larze
uminber of doeumonts and  depositions, aml asking for
my opinion ae to whether or not the Virginius, ot the
e of her captare by the Spanish man-of-war Tornado,
weas entitled 1o carry the flag of the United States, and
whether or not she was carrying 1t improperly and
withont rlght at that time. These guestions arosos
unider the protocol of the 20th ult, between the Spanish
Mipister aud the Seeretary of State, in Which, ammong
othor things, it & agreod that on the 23th tost. Spain
shull salinie the flag of the United States. But it s far-
ther provuded that it Spein should prove, to the satisfie-
tion of the United Stutes that the Virgininos was
not entitled wo eirey the flag of the United Seates, and
was careving it at the thime of the capiore withont right
and improperly, the salute will e spontaneonsly dis-
penised with, s in sueh case not being neorssarily re-
bt the Umted States will expeot fu stiich ense
i il rof the intent of indignity 1o its ting io the
el whieh was counoitted.

Section 1 of the aot of Dee, 81, 1582, provides that ships
ar vessels registered pursiand to siuch ncl, sod no otber,
cxoept stich an shall be duly qualitled aecording to Inw
for carrving on the consting trade and denominated, or
Aeemed, ships or vessels of the United States, shall b
entitled to the benetiis and privilegus apprerisning to
ame b sl s,

section 4 of the samn act provides for anoath by which,
unong other f‘lllltﬂ. to obitain the regisiry 0f a4 vessel,
the owner is Thgnived to swear that there Iv not & snb-
jeet or citizen of any ferelgn princs or State, directly or
tniireetly, by any truse, eontdence, or oflierwise, inter-
erted bu such slidp or vessel, or in the profits or Issues
thereof.  Obvioualy, therefore, Bo vessel jo which a
foreiguer i dlreetly or indirvetly interssund I8 ontitied
tow Uniited States vegiatey, ad, if ons js obtained by a
fulee oath o to that point, wnd the fact is thut the vossel
ped oF partly owned by forelguers, she cannut bhe
the

qrahle

Seermed & vessod of the United 8t ates, or entitled 1o
begethts or privileges appertaluing to such vekssly,

Tre Vieginius was registercd 1o New-York on the 26th
of September, 180, in the name of  Patierson, who 1aaidn
vk ln, s pegatred by dnw, bt the depositions submitied
thut in feel Patterson was not the
awner at that e, but thet the vessel was the prop-
Casap eltzens in New-York, who fur-
nished the necessary funds for ber purchase.  J. E.
saephetd, Who ecamatded said vessel wheo she left
New-York with o eertiticate of  her register iy the name
af Putterson, testitled positively thar he entered into an
acrernwenl o vommand =ainl vessel &1 wn interview be-
pween Quesnda, Mora, Patterson, and others, at whien
iwas distinetly vuderstord thut the Vieginius belonged
o Quesidi, Mord, snd other Cubans, sid that sald Mors
exhibited to bim recoipis for the purchase-money and
for the pepils and siupplies npon sl stewmer, sod ex-
pluived te hiw bow  said funds Weie Falsed among 1he
Uibune in New York.

Adolphio De Varons, wno was the Secretary of the
Cubwn Mission in New York at the time the Vieginins
wis purcinsed, apd aftersand satled in ber as Quesada’s
Chief-ot-Stafl, testifies (hat e was scquainted with all
the detatle of thoe transactons, snd knows that the Vire-
gimius wis porehased with the fumds of the Cobans, and
with the nuderstanding snd arrangement that atter-
son should appear a8 the nominal owner, because for-
slgners conld not ohtiain o United Biates register for the
vessel, Franels Bowen, Chatles Smith, Edward Green-
wood, John MeCann, Matthow Muarphy, Ambrose Raw-
linge, Thomas Gallagher, Jobu Farlong, Thomes Ander-
son, and G, W, Miller, who were employed upon Lhe Vir-
gining in vurione capaeities after ahe was registered in
the name of Patterson, testify clearly to the effect that

shiow

wrty of cerian

L they were anformed, and nanderstood while they were

njron the vessel, that she belonged to Qoesada and the
Cubane represented by him, and that be navigated, con-
trolled, and treated such vessel I all respects us though
It was his property. Nothiog appears to weaken the
foree of this testimony, though the witnesses were gen
crally subjected to erossexamination. hit, on the con-
trary. afl the eircuwsiances of the case tend to Its cor-
roboration,

With the oath for registry the statote requires » bond
signed by the owner, caplain, snd one or mote suretisg;
Lt there wire no sareties upou the bond given by Pat-
terson aud Shepherd.  Palus huve been taken Lo ascer-
min i there were any Insirance upon the vessel, bat
pothing of the kind has boen found ; and Quesada, Va-
yons, and the other Cubans who took passage upon the
Virginins, iustend of going on board ai the wharf in the
isual way, went aboard off & tug after the veseel hud
lefi the harbor of New-York.

1 cannot do otherwiss thun to hold upon this evidence
that Patterson's oath was false, and that the register
ootained in bis name was o frand upou the pavigution
Jawas of the United States.  Assamiog the question to be
what appears to conform to the intent of the protosol,
whether or oot the Virglnius st the time of her capture
had a right, a8 sgainat the United States, to carry the
Amnericat flag, 1 am of the opinion Lhat she had no such
right, because shie bad wol becn reglatered sccording to
law.
Bt 1 am aisoaf the upiuion that she was as much
exempl [rom juterierence ou tbe bigh arae by another
power on that ground as though «he had bean inwfully
regiatermd, Spatn, no doubt, has 8 vight o captares s
vesspl With sn American register, and carrying the
American fag, if fouud io her owo walers assishing, or
endesvoring 1o assisl, the imsarreetion su Cuba g bt ghe
has no right 1o capiure anch & vessel on Lhe high sean
ipon &N Appreiension that in vielution of the Neatrallby
or Navigation laws of the United States she was on her
way Lo Resist The wabdl rebeion, Span may defend her
(erritory and peopin from the Drontileattuck of what is or
apjears Lo e an American vessel, LUt e has 1o J0ris-
Wietion whatever over the question ss fo whether or not
siieh vessel (8 on e el aess i vielation of suy law of
the United Siates,  Spain cannot rightfully ruise that
question e 1o the Viegiuins, but the United Stales may,
and i | understumi the protocol they hinve npreed o
s il goserned by that agrecmont, and withoot ad-
Withing thut Kpain woild otherwise have any julerest
in the question, 1 deride that the Vircipims, af the time
of et caplure, was withont right and jmproperly ear-
rvine L Amierican ‘ﬁ‘ Very respectly,

Gronok H WILLIAMs, Attorney-General
BOW THE DReIsioN 18 INTERFRETED AT HAVANA,

Havasa, Dee. 22 ~The [Hario, announcing that
the Government st Washinglon bss recocnized that
the Virginiue was not entitled (o curry the American

Baw. reys: “After thin sekoowledpment ot the

1,
|
|

slightest doubt ought to remain that the Virginiug
was o legal prize, and that her erew were pirates,
whom the Spamish Courts justly treated ns wneh
and that the demands of the United States wore
unjust and unfounded, Weo now expect that '.l"'
United States will give the reparation due to Spain.
and hope also that Spain will present other clains
againgt the United States.”
e AR
NAVAL INTELLIGENCE,
ORDERS T0O SUSPEND EXTRA WORK AT NAvVY-Y ALRDEy
IRY TELEGRAPFI TO THE TRIDUNE.]

WASHINGTON, Dee. 22.—Orders have been |

aent to all the navy-yards in the country to suspend af
oneo all extra work.
THE POWHATAN TO LEAVE FOR NORFOLE
IBY TELBGRATH TO THE TRIBUNE.|

Wasningron, Dee. 2.—The following las
been received from a special correapondent

KEY WEST, Fin., Dee, T.—The Towhatan will Irase
for Norfolk to-nieht. ‘The Wyoming wia nspectod By
Admilral Seott to-day, and 18 under salliog orders. The
Mayflower arrived this morning.

THE FRANKLIN ON HER WAY TO KEY WFST. |

Bostox, Dec. 22,—The United States steamer
Franklin steamed down the bay to-day to the Compass
Station, where she will wait ever one tide to adjnst ber
eompasscs, and then sail for Key Weat.
THE REVENUE CUTTER STEVENS ONDERED TO

PERN-=NAVAL ASSIGNMENTE,
[GENERAL PRERS DISPATOR.]

WasmNGToy, Dee, 22, —The revenue entter
Rtephens, rovently repaired at Baltimore, his heen oF-
dered to duly at Nowhern, N. €, The following changes
in revenus marine and naval oflicers have been made :

Capt. A, A, Fengar, detached from the revenun cutter
Hanilton, ut P pliin, and rl-.u-mi an walting or-
ders; Capt. Fran I, ached from the Wosdbury,
st Hoston, and ordernd to the command of the Hawtle
ton; Capr. David Evians, ordered to the command of the
Woodbury; First Linut. L. Bturees, detached from the
Movassin, nt Newport, R L, and ordercd to the o
mand of the Manhatian, nt New-York: First Licul.
Jomew Ieish, detached from the Manhattan and ardered
1o the command of the Moeassin; Chief Enginger F. A.
. Brovnan, detachind from tiwe Johneon, at Milws
ana erdered to the Woodbury, at Hosion
gineer Charles A3, Thile, detached from the Wb
and ordered to the Juhnson; First Assisisnt Engineer
€, I Ball, from the Washingion and ordorad to thn
Manhattan : Pirst Assistant Engineer T w. Colllue,
Manhattan and ordered to the Wishington.
nder R, B Wallace 13 ordered to the Philadel-
Navy-Yard: Capt. Thomas G, Corbin s dotached
luty as Lighthouse Inspoctor of the Fuourth Dis-
triet on the 1st of Jaunary, and placed on walting oo
ders: Commander George 1. White, from the Phitadel-
Pl Navy-Yard, and ordercd to doty as Inspector uf
the Fourth Lighthonse Distrlet; Master Thomas 5.
Phelpk, from the Kearsarge, and gratuted thres months
sick leave; Surgeon George H, Cooke, from the Martue
Hendezvous at New-York, and placed o tig orders 3
Assistant Bargeon C. L. Cassdn, from t Hendez-
vous st Boston, aond orderod to the 3
Boston; Acting Assistant surgcon Thomns Owen, [Pom
the Marine Rendezvous at Baltimore, and placed vi
wiiting orders.

GENERAL FOREIGN NLWE
——
THE FRENCH ASSEMBLY
POSTAL ARBANGEMENTS BETWEEN FRASCE AND THE
UNITED STATES,
Pasts, Monday, Dee

In {he Assembly, to-day, everal members al-
Inded to the fmperfeet postal arrangéments between
France and the United States, and arged the Govern-
ment to hasten the signing of the pending convention,
I'hey complatned of the present sltuntion, deelaring it
to be injurious to Freoel commeree, and intolersble to
the peopls at large,

The Ploauelal Seeretary replisd that {6 was the Gov-
ernment’s enrnest desire to harmonize the Inlerests of
the two countries, and a speedy uoderstanding was ox-
peeted,

NEW-
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THE CIVIL WAR IN SPAIN,
EFFECT OF THE EXPLOSION AT CARTAGENA.
Mapiin, Mondisy, Dee. g2, 1879,
Eighteen livea wore lost by the late explo-
slon of @ migazive al Cartagenn,
S
THE ATCHEENESE WAIRLL
OF THE SULTAN To THE DUTUR COM-
MANDER.
Toe Haavr, Monday, Dee, 22, 1873,
A dispatch from Pennng dated Dee, 20 an-
nounces Wit the Putel troop= havo oceupied both banks
of the river runoing through  Atcheen, The Buitin,
secing defont inevitable, bas given ju bis fubmigsion 0
the Duteh commander.

S —
PAPAL CONSISTORY,
MWELVE NEW CARDINALS AFPPOINTLD,
Rome, Monday, Dee, 22, 1678

In Consistory to-day the Pope delivered an

allacution and sppointed 12 cardinals,
——
THE TROUBLES AT MATAMOROS,

THE CITY IN THE HANDS OF THE FEDERAL TROOTE,

Matamonos, Dee, 22.—Thronghont the city
to-dny the stores and pullic bolldiggs were peoeraily
elosedd and business suspended, owing to the unsettlod
stute of feeling prowing ocut of the fighting which
oeeurred yesterdays

‘The Government troops patrolled the streots and
occupisd the plaza last night and todday, snd maln-
tained etrict order and security, It is  bolieved
tbat Cortina  will endeavor to bo nstalled
as Mayor by the 1at of January, st which time the teri
of the present city officinls cxpires, and ghoula the
effort now belng made To compromise the matter not
ruceeed, serious fighting W Lkely to fullow,

s N
SANTO DOMINGO,

GONZALES ELECTED FRESIDENT—FRARS THAT
THE SEAMANA LFASH WILL BE ANNULLED,

TAvaNa, Dec, 22.—News has been received
from Santo Domingo by way of Bantingo de Caba, that
tien. Ignacio Gonzales has been elected Presidont of the
Hepublie, This result completely chunges the political
wapect of the country, It throws the doors open for the
return of the enemics of Daez, and will put an end to the
present revolution. There are fears that the new Ad-
winistration will endeavor to annul the Bamaoa lease,

SURMI==10N

GEN,

CUBAN FINANCES,

Havaxa, Dee. 2.~In the Junta to-day, o
statement of the debl of the island wus prescnted. A
plan 1o arrange the financial  afuirs  and
solve  the  fnancial  guestion  was  aleo pre-
sented.  The  Inlendemts  will  submd  another
plan. The debt of the island e §7,000,000, The
potes of the Epanish Bank in elreulation amount to
$104,000,000, The Government authorizes Rallrosd Com-
pauiea to charge rates of frelglit and passage in gold, or
it equivalent in puper. This shows that the Govern-
went ik averse to proclaiming a furced paper circulation.

e ———

FOREIGN NOTES,

‘The report of the deathgof the Ashantee
King provea false. =

The Government candidate has been elected
Apeaker of the MexicofNational Congress,

The Bishop of Queretaro adviscs the people
to submit to the present Goverumenot us a mutter of ex-
padiency.

The Chambers of Commeroe of Dublin have
dmg;m to build m central rallrond depot st an expenss

David Nesbitt, who was tried and convieted
;wm;m:::amhn: Miss Hopwood in July

The priesta Arias and Gilles, the alleged
e oL AT S, Seson Jave b

The Legislature of the Colony of Bermnda
convened on the 1th of December, The Governor's

speech alluded to legislation for awarding the eontract
for steam conneetion to New - York so as 1o juswre betier
and more regular serviee.

In view of the frequeney with which Gov-
arnors of Mexiean Biates are compellod 1o leave their
seats of government, the Loglslature of Vern Cruz has

authorized the Governor of that Etate t nater b

residence to sy place he docms unn\'eui‘:tug‘nquirl:;

hin prosence io the enpital only on the openiog of she
rginlature, -

The news from Hayti is unsatisfactory.
Prestdent Nissage Bagot will oot abandon the presideney
orcopt to estanlish Gen. Domingue therein, and as there
i# & party In the House of Representutives detecminod
wol 1o have Domingue at sl trouble s iminent. Do
mingue s ready for Buy emergoucy that may arise. He
wia heard Lo say ¢ i'nl‘l'zll::{dn!ﬂu nnm;n mw;

and, and taika but huser

IR
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THE RING ROUT.
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FIVE INDICTED RING MEN FUGITIVER
GENET ESOAPES FROM TIE SHERIFF'S CUSTODY
WIS FRIENDS SUPPOSED TO HAVE ALDED IIM—THE

AFFAIR TO WE INVIESTIGATED—CUMAN, NGRTON,
WALEN, AND MILLER FAIL TO ANSWER 1N COURT
—THEIR ARSENCES VARIOUBLY ACCOUNTEDR FOR
~MAYOR WALL'S THIRD THIAL HECUN, AND A

5 .""'” ORTAINED WITHOUT DELAY.

The escape of Henry W, Genet from the o ustoldy of
1.1"‘ Sheriff, the flight of ex-Aldenean Thomawx
Coman, ex-Senutor Michsel Norton, B,
'“_i”"f. and Johin J, Walsh, and the arraignment for
trizl of ex-Mayor A, Oakey Hall ou the  omnibus”
indictment for misdemeanor on which Tweod was
convietad, aritated the eity all duy yesterday. The
ease of Genet was ealled in the Court of Oyer and
Terminer at the vsual hour of epening.  The coungel
fur the prisoner was present, but the latter failed to
appear. The rwor had already eirenluted through

Gourge

o eourt-rogm, and  indeed  thronghout  the
i, that  Geonet  had  escaped.  District-
Altormey Phelpy  moved  that  seodenen be

passed on the prisoner,  Sherill Brennan annonneed
that he conld not produee him. The District-Attor-
I'."Y said that he had written to the Sheriff early on
Saturday, warning Lim that there was danger that
Grenet wonld es ape. dle moved for an arder to the
Ehetilf to show canse why he ghonld not be pun-
ishod for contompt in disregarding the order and
commitment of the Court at the time Genet was
convicted, Judge Daniels decided that the Sherifd
must make answer, but postponed the case until the
result of the

flurts at recaplore are known.

Michae! Norton, Thomas Coman, and John J.
Walsh, late Commissioners of the County Court-
house, charged with conspiraey to defraud the city
and bribery, and John 1. Welsh, jr., and George 8.
Miller, chargod with conspirsey to defrand the eity,
were ealled to plead to the indletments against them.
All failed to anewer except by thelr attorneys, and
their recognizances were declurad forfeited, exeept
in one caso of a misdemeanor indictment seainst
Comnn, His eonnse] was granted an extension in
this ease until Friday.

The ease of ex-Mayor Hall, charged with misde-
meanor in anditing eertain frandulent bills, was
called up in the Coort of Oyer and Terminer. The
greater part of the day was consamed in procuring
o jury,  The trial will begin this morning,

Distriet-Attorney Phelps has prepared the neces-
sary papers in the complaint against Sherit Brennan
and Deputy-Sheriff Shiclds, for allowing Genet to
escape, and the investigation will e held to-day.

.

ESCAPE

HIE KERPRR SLEEPS ON HIS PONT,

ESCAPES WINDOW—FUNSUERS
1HACK,

The annonncement of the eseape of Henry W,
Genet,who waseonvicted on Friday of false preteuso, snd
whe wak to have been sentonesd yostoriiy, ught one
of the larg wiet exeited erowds luto the Court of
Oyer and Terminer yestenday morning that was evor
soen there, At the hour of opening the Court, not only
was every seal tlled, aml misoy inshle the bar beld two,
but  epger appeared  In every  part  of
ihe roow, Aud men  pushed and  elbowed eagh
uthier, seaking by every means to galu a place in ie 1?:!*
already crowded bar.  Prominent nmong the many well-
kuown fuces of lawyers present were the ¢ounsel of the
escaped prigoner, Genet, Messrs, Beach aund Waterbury.
Oppostte them sat Mr. Pockliam, the Irstrict-Atiorney,
aid e aeststant, Mre. Allen, 1o the tounediate vicinity,
scattered atout the roowm, stood Mr. Stonghton, T, C. T,
Loekley, Assistant L. 8 District-Attorney Purdy, Ly-
man Tremain, Mr, Vanderpoel, Eibridge T. Gerry, and
penr Jullge Dunlels Mayor Hall stood, s guiet obscrver
of the excited group, waiting for his owu case to be
called musnant to uoties,

As soon as Judge Danlels had taken his geat, Iistriet
Attarney Fbelps stated as follows: 1 liave been intormed
aliee T eame into Court by the Shetlff that be cannot ae-
woint for Mr. Genet, and some inguiry will have to be
taken as to s whereabonts by the Sheriff,

Judgs Danlels—=Ie wos allowed to remaln in bis resi
donce in custody of two oftieers; they allowed them
pelves 1o be ovorcome by sleep, and while they slept be
escuped.  IF was ngreat degree of peglect aud aiseon-
duet on the part of the officers to Koep thls winn in his
residence, 1 pnderstand the offloera have set on foot
mossures for Lig recaptnre, and nukll wo ascertain
whother they are successlul or not no steps slivitht be
taken on the maller,

Mr. Pheips=1 think it right to say ihat information
penclicd me on Baturdasy of sueh a characier that 1
informed the shertd that I wasadvised of the protabiiity
that the prisoner would escape or be resoued, amnd
wirned Him to take suech precaction as would be neces
sary. T very miueh ot a loss to know why somne steps
woers not taken in secordanes with the notfleation,

Judge Danlels—All tbhat the wost liberal generosily
required was that the officers shiould go to Lis house
with him to sllow him to arrangs s affuirs, It wis
gross geglect, gross miseonduct, to allow him 1o remain
there o the ddea of seeuring him, (n safe custody, while
the law reguires that o person in such eustody shall be
kept in eloso continement,

Mr. Beach—Though we conslder his condict erroneony
and impolitie, we think it our duty to proceed Lo perfeet
hix bl of exeeptions, 1 intended to apply for o stay
until the bl of exceptions was argued before the Gen-
eral Te=m; and I thiok it my duty to moke that applies-
tion &till, and to conclude our wervices to the gentloman
ak far s to put the bill aud his rights on the way of ad-
Judiention,

Mr. Phelpa~T think it my duty to apply for an order
on the Eherifl to show cnuse why the prisoner escaped.

Judge Daniels—We will do that, bat wait until we see
whoether the ¢fforts to recapture iim are siceossfal,
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Mr. Thelps—I shall decw it my duty to make the moat '

thorough tuquiry.

This closed the proceedings for the present, as far as
enet 18 concerned, und the elerk was direoted to eall
the other Ring cases, bt later in the day, while the trial
of uvor Hall was under way, Mr. Phelps interrapted
tho proceedings to request that the eseaped prisoner,
Genet, be ealled on the ather indtetment (for grand lar-
ceny) nnd the recognizances of his surctics declured for-
folted,

INVEETIGATION TNTO THE STUERTFF'® CONDUCT,

Mr. Phelps then submitted an afidavit by himself.
stating thut Henry W, Genet had never been received or
delivered to the Tomba prisou pursuant to commitment ;

 that on the 20th inst., information havine been recelved
wt the office of deponent thet Henry W. Genes would
attempt to make glu eseape from the custody of the
sherlfl, deponent caused o loticr to be delivered to the

said  Blieriff, and deponent 18 further informed
that  the  sald  Bheriff, after  baving = recelved
satd  detter  of  deponest, communicated  the
contents of the seme to the wmud Genet,

and that eaid Genet on the afternoon of the same day
s the same letter iy his own POSSession, I8 Appears by
the correspondence of deponont with Georgo Bliss,
United Btates Distriot Attorney for the Soutbern Dis-
trict of New-York; wherefore deponent prays the order
of the Court that said Matthew T. Brennan, the sald
Bherltl, and the said William H, 8hields, his doputy, show
canss before this Court, on Dec. 23, at 10§ a. m., wh
they should not be g hed for e Pt disregurd-
Ing the eommitmens of this Court.”
CORBESFONGENCE WITTL THE BITERITY.

The following letters beariog upon the case were fur-

nlebed by the Distriet-Attorney s
[l.‘a.[drnllll.]
D, 20, 1873130 p. m.
Hon. M. T. BRENSAN, Sheriff N. 1. Counfy.

Bk 1 have just peeeived information, coufidentinly,
from a source which I am inclined to belleve entirely
reltable, that an sttempt will be made by the friends of
Henry W. Genet, now in your custody under convietion
of false Pmumu, &r., to rescun him foreibly from the
nands of vour deputies agd convey hun w thout the
States. The plan was to have been carried into effect
Iast night, but it wis thought hest to aWalt the result of
an lmlt‘»lllln for o stay of judgment. Nosusploion
attaches o your offiee,  Very respectlally,

G, W. LYON, Asst. Listrict-Attorney.
NEw-Yokk, Dec. 2, 1475
Hon. B, K. Puerpes, DisteictAlloruey.

81z L reply wo your letter of this date 1 hiave to say
that Henty W, Genet ealled ot my offlee 1o the 11 B,
Conrt bullding an business about 3 o'clock on Saturdiy.
After the busipess bhad boon elossd be exbibited to we
u Ietter signed by Mr. Lyon, oue of your ..mmnn“lm‘d

on that  day, apd addressed o Hon o ke
leoonan, Bheriff, i which Mr, Lyon |
the Bheriff  thar  he B reasany o bolieve

Mr. Gonet wonld osespt of  bo rescued. A pross
u:.fu,n:'dd.&'m""’ “:'\;m ’uk&ot th‘n J‘nu&r. #0 that
11 doubthess ve my statemen ite purport.

r, Genet was ot the time i coargs of o deputy aberifl,

aud sxhibitod tho lotter us showing, he said, what nh
surd storios gob uam‘ Qtisen 1 cannel re

|t thus to give yon the informanon

yon seek,
Your obedwnl morvant, koo Priss,

Judpe Ditiiels, 8t the copclusion of the reading, (asuod
the followiug order

It i ordered thint the sl Mutthe w 2.
of the ity and County of New York,
lvm L Stields, Depaty sheeff, show ea )
Court, on Dee, &1, 1579, at 1064 0, m. of that doy, why they
and cach of them shoild nek be punisbed for contetopt
of Court for willful disoiedience of an order of this Court
lnwetully made, CriarLes DaNipLS,
Justice Supreme Court,

After the order of the Conrt had been altered, service
of the oriter was mude npon the Sheriff,  Abont & o'vlock
& messenpot ot the Distrio-Attorney’s office to make a
service of the papers npon Shielis, who s ineladed in
the order to show eanse. 10K probable that servive caz-
not he made, ok the Sherifl has sent shields ont of town,
A rumor was onrrent that Bhields bad been arrested, but
Ihistriet- Attorney and $Mr. Clarke, Chiet Clerk of the
Disteiet-Attorney's office, deted jall knowledge of such

procecding.

Bronnan, Shertfl
amd the skl Wil-
pse hefore this

e SHENIFE'S ATATEMENT.

Chertll Brennan appeared to be muoeh aotated yestor-
day forenoon when & raporter of Tng Tumise ealled
wpon him at hig oftice to learn such fucts about Genet's
vacape & the Shertff wished to com munionte,  The
Shertfl rendily assented to give the peporeed wil the lue
formation in bils posgession,

« Bhields,” the Bherll began, * réporied to me about
B o'eloek this morping that Gienet bod cseaped between
2b and 6 o'olock.  Dmmediately I sent word to Police
Headquarters and teiegraphed to the police districts in
Kings, Queens, and Westhester County. Shlelds was
very much excited; he actually trembled with agita-
tion.  He told me that about 23 o’'clock Genet nsked per-
mission to vislt his wife, who was In the adjoln-
shielide, belleving that the request wes
made in good foith, and influenced by feslines
of  deliency, did  not  accompany Genet.  Of
course Shields was satistiod that there was uo other door
to the bedroom ‘than thst by which Geuet enterod.
shicids hid po ides that e would make ko attempt to
eseape; 1 bave the fullest confidence in Bhilelds.
I am going to offer & reward of $5,000 for Gonet's cap-
ture ; for that watter T wonid give $10,000,

o Glenet had visitors Sunday night, ad he not 1"

4 Yess” continued the Sherlfl, “a erowd of hia friends
were with lim up to w late hoar this morning, taking
loave of him,"

“ Will you name some of those who wers presant I

“Not at present; many of them are known to me;
they will he snhpenaed, and must appear on the investi.
gation whieh L have wiready demanded.”

W It as to the discovery that he had sseaped—1"

“ Well, Blields says thae he dozed and slept vuiil near
7 o'clovk; when e awoke he knocked at the  bedioom
door; there was no response ; ho entered aud found that
Genet had gone; Genet's wife expressed entire igno-
rance as to the eseape: the escape must have been made
through the window which looks out into the yard ot
the rear of tha homse ; Shlelds ut onee made a ssarell,
and went to the stables; Genet’s horses and carciage
wore fhere; I then repalred to the Twellth Procinet
Station-hovse, and gave the alarm,

“ Have you any resson to suspeet Shields of complivity
in this matter 1"

“Phere is no honester man than Shields,” replied Mr,
Brepomn; * o the Tweed case he could, if he were cor-
rupt, have made all the money he wanted, but no ona
coulid roach lim, Shiclds know that Genet was no friend
of mine; politieally we have always boen opposcd, If I
hail been tn conrt when the commitinent Was made out
I wonld linve rofused to take charge of Genet.”

“ Wihen did yon last sae Genet 17

wisaw him on Ssturdey, and [ told bim then that
there was n rumor earrent that he wounld make wn
attempt to escape if bo got a chanee.  Gonet seemed in-
dignant; he seonted the filew thal he would play such @
trick upon the Sherit”

“ How do you think he got away

“ i house s situsted near the Haclem River, al Ona-
hundred andtwenty-tithat. aml  Second-ave, sod a
boat must have been in readiness to carry hun off, His
escape mist be the result of » concocted plan by s
friends, A prefty searching nvestigation will ba made,
and I have no doabt we shall discover the ones who
alided him to Meo. That is all [ know so far. Shislds
was dreadfully agitated, and made the statement to me
in » faltering. munner. T foel this thing ¥ery much.
Gonet is the fest prisoner T have ever lost.”

Later in the doy the Shenf atated to the roporter, in
reply to an Inquiry ne to whero Mr. Blields eouid be
wee s, that by his (the Suerif®s) orders Bhiolds and sight
otlier deputies hiad loft Lown in quest of the fugiiive,

“ Iy your hope to cateh him, Me, Sherim ™

w1l in posseasion of sowe information whieh, if
trae, will tand Bim b the Tombs to-alght of to-morrow. "

Among the attachdés of the Sherills oflce and the
Dreputy Sherifs o good deal of sympathy was avldenced
for Shilelds,  Thoy one and all seonted the ides that he
Wk o party to the eseape, aud regarded the occnrrence
anone whieh afferted the whole fores of the oftice,

THE SURETIES OF THE FUGITIVY,

The sturetics of Howry W, Genet on the false pretense

bonid were Charles Devlin of No. 411 East Fiftyaeventh-

g roein.

st. and Thomas H. Forrda  of  (No. 357 East
Oue-hundred-and-twenty-fifth-at, for $5.000 each. In
this  ease  the  responsibility  ended  whemo the
prisoner wis Convieued aod  given  iuto  the

oustody  of the shenfl.  Polive Commissioner Oliver
Chatlick of No. 25 West  Thirty-fourth-st,
surety for Genet in the som of $10,000 1 the indietmeant
in the forgery vase. This was  declived forfelted.
Chares Deviin fis the murety for Genet in the snt of
£,000 in the grand Jareeuy indiciment, This waa de
elured forfeited,
THE SEWS AT POLICE NEADQUARTERS.

While the ocenpante and visitors at Police Headquar-
tors were conversing exeitedly, yesterday forenoon, 1o
relation to several alarming events which had heen de-
veloped during the morning, they wers furcher agitated
by the entrance of Depaty sSheriff Shields, st 10 o'elock,
who rushed into Superintendent Matsell's private offce,
and, with tears rolling down his cheeks, unuouncad in a

ehoking volee, that Harry Genet had escaped from his
custody several hours previons,  He begged that the
police throughout the city might be informed of the
event, and the Superintendent immedistely penned o dis-
pateh which was sent ns o general alarm to the various
precinets.  All of the Central Office detectives wers
also ordered by Capt. Leving to be on tae alert.  Deputy
ntandent the story

Sherlff Shigds related to the Sn
of the escaple aud the facts of the search made auban-
quently. Bhields said that sfter searching the house

and grounds We wentto the Twelfth Precinot Station-
house, but no generil slarm Wad sent out at that fime.
The Bherifl was next iuformed, and then be came to
Police Headquurters,

XO ARREAT AT MIDNIGHT,

Up to midnight the Depuaty Sheriffa who started ont
yesterday afternoon, umler the direction of Deputy
ahields, to search for Genet had not reported his cap-
ture. The houses of many of his friends in the Twelfih
Ward, whers there was the slightest suapicion he mighe
be in hiding, wers visitesd and thoroughly overba nled,
but to no purpese.  From later informution (& appears
that Michael Cahill, Shields's assisiant, wasalso on watoh
with Shields at Geunet's honse on Butday evening, The
two men were completely  worn oul frowm constant
watehing, Shields it insald not having been in'bed for (he
two nights previous, Abont,% o'elock Deputy Sluelds,
who returued fo town to communicats with the sherifl,
was served with the papers in the order Lo show calss.
Rhields immedistely therealier started off agnin on @
pecret misalon.

Bpeeulations as to the manner in which Gianat made
his eacape wore rife last evening. Many were inclined
to helleve that a awift fug was vided snd oo this
Genet rapidly made his wiy up the Sound to some point
in Conneoticut, wnence he could easily reach an Eastern
sesport, or slse take a train to Canada, It is not belleved
that o l8in the city for the reason thet he is so well
known that desection and arrest would be almost cortain,

Babpenas were served, lnst evening. on s number of

rsons who oalled on Genet at his residence (0 Har-
o on Sanday night, and some of whom remasined until
» short time before he dissppeared, requiring them (o
appear and testify concerning their own movements
anil those of Gienst up to the Time he was lost sight of
by the Depaty Sberifs. 1t is known that (enet
visited 1 plaoes oo Bunday, giarded by the Deputy
Hheriffs, he making the excnse thuet he wished o trausact
business. Muny called during the evening st Geoet's
residence, and it was doubtless st this time that the
exeape was plunned, I is shought that he must have
reoeived the aid of several persons, Nonu of the horscs
owned by Genet are missing from his stable,

e ————

FOUR OTHER RING FUGITIVES,
MICHAEL NORTON, THOMAS COMAN, JOHN 1, WALSH,
AND GRORGE S, MILLEE, RFPORTED TO HAVE
LEFT THE CHIY—=THELR BONDS DECLARKD FOR-
FEITED,

After the firat proceedings in the case of
Harry Genot had boen coneluded yesterday morning in
the Conrt of Oyer and Terminer, the other Bing cases
were taken up. The Clerk, in complianee with & direc-
tion from the Court, called, “Michael Norton i “Thowas
Coman!" * John Walsh!” and * George 8. Miller!” wni
subsequently “ A. J. Hmith ! who wiss the only one that
appeared tu Conrt. ATl were, bowevor, reprascited by
copusel, and they mopped forward at onve. Mr. Hows

" Wee Fewrth Page.
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OFFICIAL EXTRAVAGANCE
A SERIOUS ACCUSATION AGAINST AT TORNEY-LENERATL
WILLIAMS—TIE GO RNMENT MADE 10 PAY
$1.000 FOR A CARRIAGE FOR MIS. WILL[AM==
OTHER ABUSES IN THE SEVERAL DEPARTMENIS—
DOMESTIC SERVANTS ON  THE PAY-ROLI8—
STYLISH TEAMS KEFT BY OFFICIALS AT GOVERN-
MENT EXPENSE—AN INVESTIGATION NEEDED—
OPINION THAT VERY LARGE REDUCTIONS CAN EE
MADE IN THE EXPENDIIURES OF EVERY DEPANT-

MENT,
[HY TRLEONAPH TO THE TRIBUNE.|

Wasmyaron, Dee, 22.-One of the acensations
against Attorney-General Williams, in the investi-
gation row making by the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee, is that the Government has been made to
pay for the curringe used by Mrs. Williama, In-
quiry was made by the Committes, or one some of
its members, at the Treasary Department, and 1he
follywing voucher discovered :

wasiisarox, . ., Juau, 19, 1872,

The Tuited States to A, J. Joyee, br,
Tu vne landaulet for Department of Justies L]
Recelved payment, A d. Jayek.

This carriage, it is said, was ordered by Mrs. Wil-
liwma for her own use, in accordance with a castom
that has obtained among a majority of the Cabinet
oflicars, and as there was no anthority of law for
sucl an expenditure, the fact is used now as an ar-
gument against the confirmation of Mr. Williams to
be Chief-Justice,

No one wonld object to having each Deparnnent
supplied with a sufticient wumher of horses and ear-
risgea to facilitate the Secretaries in discharmng
the duties of their offices, but, in additisn to this, 1t
lias becoma custamary for several of the Cabinet
Miuisters, and a great number of officials of lower
rank, to keop stylish carviages for the use of their
families, and to detail messengers, whose names are
npon the pay-rolls of the Departments, to perform
the duties of conchmen and domestio servants st the
homes of such officials, So great has this abmse be
come, that it is said that the heads of several
tureaus, and other officers in the Treasary Depart-
ment, whose duties during offica honrs scldom ftake
them ont of the Treasnry building, have expensive
double teams, paid for and kept at Government ex-
pense, and which are used almost exelusively ior
the ronvenience of the officials and their familics,

What is true of the Treasury Departinent is teeo
also of several of the other Executive Depariments,
There are anpointed in the Houso of Representatives

! in ench Congress committecs on expenditures in

cach of the Deparkiments. The original purpose in
ervating these committees was to have, every session,
a careful examination of the way in which the
lurge sum annually appropristed as a eontingent
fund in each Depariment was spent, and to report
where retrenchment was possible, Practically, these
committees have never done any work. At the
presant time, when econnmy i8 80 NeCESIATY 0N BVErY
hand, they shonld at once begin theavork of investi-
gation. Whenever 1he minute workings of the
savera] Departments have been heretofore ingnired
iuto, extravagances have been discoverad that have
startled the country,

It is already ofticially given out that the expenses of
thie Departments in Washington canuot be eut down.
Let one of these eommitters go into the Treasnry
Department and inquire whether the appropriation
of $40,000, made last year for temporary clerks, eati-
not be omitted this vear, and whether 850,000 uot
too much to pay out for stationery, not inchuling
printed blanks, ete. Besides thosa, there i askodd
for, $65,000 for eontingrnries, snel 08 newsppers,
ropair of wagons, cure of horses, hrooms, hrushes,
matches, soaps, ete.; 850,000 for coul, wood, pus,
tamblers, hatehets, pitchers, towels, ere: anid
$40,000 for furniture and carpets.  Then let them go
into the several Bureaus and see how mneh the olee-
ieal force has been increased doving the present Ad-
ministration, amd how much Jess work there is to de
in most of them than just after the clows of the war,
1t is the opinion of competent judges thal very lirge
reduetions ean be wade in the expehditiees of every

department in this city.
e
BANKRUFTCY QUESTIONS,
CORRRAPONDENCE BEIWELN SENATORS HINCHCOGCR
ASND EDMUSDS—BELIEF THAT 1THE REPEs oF
LS BANKEUPT LAW WILL BEMADRE RETHOACTIVE,
[UENERAL FRESS DISPATON.|
WasHINGTON, Dee, 22 —Senator Hiteheoek
has wddressml the following letter to Senptor Ddimutds,
ehatrmian of the Committes on the Judiewury -
USITED STATES SENATE CHAMEBER, }
Wasinsuron, Dee, M, Is5s. )
pean S s Rogrerting the failure of the Seasie (o
act prior to the boliday recess gpn the Wl repealing
the Bankrupt law, so far at least s to  wipe onl™ the
prosent oppressive feature of involuniary Dankrnpey,
and fearing that such failore will agcravate toanclal
suffering, and wbil others to the already long sl of vie-
tims, [ desire to obtain yonr opimien af the fensibility of
a0 amanding the Bankrupt law as to Tk e e of
the op ive feature retroactive; amd  al=o youd
opinmion a8 to the  probability of the eurly passage of
such amendments. Your ﬂ'rul’ntinn 4% 4 Inwyer, apd
your position as ehairman of the Senate Julieinry Cow-
mittee, whillgive weight to your opiulou and sich opinion,
it aMrmstively given npon each of the propoesitions
atova named, will, | think, 2o far te relieve paliie
angiety, and prevent uscless and oppressive L,
Fathtully yours, oW, Mt b
Tha Hon. Geo, F. BEdwands, Chalvman Senate Congmit
tes on the Judiciary.
Aenator Edmundsgreplied as follows;
LNITED RIATF S =ENATE CoouBrg, #
WaAsSHING TON, Doe, 20 0800
Drar Sk 1 have received Your uote of the 9000 insf
aund say in N{}I_\‘. 1 do uot profess to speak for any jut -
son but myselt of course, bl o speakine L base no hew
Lation o mr.nu: that any provisioms that may he medn
respeating the foreing of debtors into iwyvolontary hank-
ruptey, and vhe procesding thercupon will, o tar ws 10y
voica goes, be mide retroaciive, ino sich @ was that no
person will gain anything by any oppiessive steps to-
ward debtors peuding the consuderation of the qoestion,
As all auch matters relate to remedios which Congress
may take away altogeiher, if it pleases, there will be vo
impropriely in making apy wise prov ishom, wirieh rega-
jstes Athe procesdings to jnse ends, apply 0 peuding
cases, snd 1 foel great contlidenca that suck will be the
opiuion of the Senate. Very truly yours,
Gro, F.Enmesus,
Tha Hon, P. W, Hitcheoek, U, 8 8cnate
AN IMPORTANT BANKRUPICY DECISION,
|GENMBAL PHESS DISFATUN.|
Wasmiarow, Dee. 22.—The Suprewe Conk
ta-day rendered the following important decision b e
case of Wilson, asslgoee In baukripioy of Vonderhoff
Bros., saainst the Clity Bank of St Paul, upon & certif-
eata of division from the Cirendt Conurt of Minnesots:

In this casea Vanderboff Bros., nw&l‘nn the hank,
anffered thelr entive stock of goods to Be sels

cutlon on & judgraent by defanlt obtalved ag
ny the bank, and thus, as alieged, they fra
preferred the bank over fheir olfer creditors, againay
the provisions of the Baukoopt act, and the assignes
aought to bave the proceeds of The sale on execatien
appiied (o the alaims of all the creditors.  Omn These facts
the following questions arose, on which the Couie
divided, and they were certified to this Court for answer:

First; Whother or not an intent on the pari of e
firin to sanffer their property to be taken on execntion
with 'lntertf tnl ‘“;l:-l. ;mﬂ'ﬂmm to the bank, or witl
intent to defeat or delay the operation of th
act, oan be inferred from the l'l':'ef! stated, A i

Second ; Whether, under the facts, the bank in their
procecilings had ressonable esise to belleve [hat &
Trand o the Baokrupt set was intended by 1he firm.

Third : Whether, under the circuwmstauces, the bank
obtains by the levy and execution s valld len on the

# a5 agninst the assignes in bankruptey,

In thetr opinlon the Court That something more
than the passive non-resistance of the nsolvent deblor
to reguiar jndicial proceedings, in which s jod 1]
and execution are had when the debt is due, [T
without just defones to the action, (s uecessary to show
a preferment of ' ereditor, or w purpose (o defeat ne
delay the operations of the Bunkrupt ack; that the fact
that the deitor auder such elrcgmatances does not Ale »
petition in bankruptey is not suficient evidencs of such
preferouce or desire ts drfeat the operation of the ace -
hat thonﬁn the judgmeut croditor 1o such s case may
know the iusolveut condition of the debtor, his levy wud
seipure are not vold under the 008, LOT B,
violation of the Bankropt law; that a lien thus ebt
by hiim will not bo displaced by uent procesdings
in bankeuptey agalost s debtor, though within four
mouths of the Aling of the bill. PO JIROIONI LIOUS -
guire the questions cerfifled o be ankwered--the first
two o the nexative and the third in the amirmative,
Thie deeron overriles or largely qualities what was
wald) by Justies Cliford i delivering the opinion of the
:'q"ﬂ 1 (e vise of Buchabuu agulust Swiih st the inst
o1 m.

- —
Wartunaron, Monday, Dec. 99, 1873,
The designations of steamalips to carey the Earopoan
wiails will be made sbout the 15th of eaeh wonth, tor
Ll ensiing Si% wWeeke, ol s monibe, de ®ar curreel y
publishied to-day.



